CONTINENTAL EMPIRE AND ITS NEMESIS
and the British Isles under the same Crown ; an effort
by which dazzling victories are won, but which exhausts
Itself and whose net result Is to leave England with
Wales and Calais in exchange for Gascony, and for
these insignificant territorial adjustments to have inflicted
a net loss upon Christian civilization Impossible to
compute. For every one of the peoples concerned had
suffered spiritual detriment far more serious and lasting
than any material damage Incidental to wars of conquest
and liberation.
I have spoken of Edward I as the first of English empire
builders ; for It was by his initiative that England entered
on the first of her three phases of expansion, which we
might call the insular-continental, the second being that
of the colonial Empire, and the third the British Common-
wealth of Nations. As Is the way of Imperialists, he had
committed his country to an undertaking of whose
magnitude he himself cannot have had the least con-
ception, but upon which, once embarked. It would be
impossible to draw back. For In the net of his power
politics he himself was caught, and his successors after him.
The one thing that was fairly In his power was to do
over again the task that the Romans had accomplished
with comparative ease more than a thousand years before,
but which had baffled the rulers of England ever since
their departure, that of bringing back Wales to her
English allegiance. Upon that small and poor, but difficult
country, he was able to concentrate overwhelming force,
which, thanks largely to the lucky chance of the gallant
Prince, who was the soul of the Welsh resistance, being
killed In a chance skirmish, did manage to Impose the same
sort of military peace there had been in Roman times*
Even so, the national spirit of Wales was merely smoulder-
Ing, and In little more than a century had burst out again
In such flame as to demand a second English conquest.
As late as the eighteenth century Wales remained at least
a potential focus of any rebellion that might be in prospect
against the Government at London.
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